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Finding Yosef

)

|. Partial Pictures: The Torah Portrays its “Players’
Il. Yosef as an Exception: A Study in Complexity

A. Charisma and Accomplishment
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... Yosef was of beautiful form, and fair to look upon.
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3 And Israel loved Yosef more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age:
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2 And Hashem was with Yosef, and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his

master the Egyptian. 3 And his master saw that Hashem was with him, and that Hashem made
all that he did to succeed in his hand. 4 And Joseph found favor in his sight, and he ministered
unto him. And he appointed him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his
hand.
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23 The keeper of the prison looked not to anything that was under his hand, because Hashem
was with him; and that which he did, Hashem made successful.
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39 And Pharaoh said to Yosef: Since God has informed you of all this, there is none so
discerning and wise as you. 40 You shalt be over my house, and according unto your word shall

all my people be ruled; only in the throne will | be greater than you.' 41 And Pharaoh said unto
Yosef: 'See, | have set you over all the land of Egypt.'
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B. Moral Fiber
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10 And it came to pass, as she spoke to Yosef day by day, that he hearkened not to her, to lie by

her, or to be with her.

C. Questionable Behavior
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...But he was a youth with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives; and
Yosef brought evil reports about them to their father.
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5 And Yosef dreamed a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him yet the more
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9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it to his brothers...
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7 And Yosef saw his brothers, and he recognized them, but made himself strange unto them,
and spoke roughly with them; and he said unto them: 'From where have you come?' And they

said: 'From the land of Canaan to buy food.
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1. The Verdict
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IV. A Rationale- Yosef’s Paradigmatic Place in History
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8 And he refused, and said to his master's wife: 'Behold, with me here-my master, knows not

what is in the house, and he has put all that he has into my hand; 9 There is no one greater in
this house than I; neither has he kept back anything from me but you, as you are his wife. How
then can | perpetrate this great evil, and have sinned against God?
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8 And they said to him: 'We have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret it.'

And Joseph said to them: “Do not interpretations belong to God? Please relate it to me.”
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15 And Pharaoh said to Yosef: 'l have dreamed a dream, and no one that can interpret it; and |

have heard it said of you, that you can comprehend a dream in order to interpret it.' 16 And
Yosef answered Pharaoh, saying: 'lt is not in me; God will respond concerning Pharaoh’s
welfare.
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4 And Yosef said to his brothers: “Please come near to me.” And they came near. And he said: 'l

am Yosef your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now be not grieved, nor angry with
yourselves for having sold me here; for it was to be a provider that God sent me ahead of
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you. 6 For these two years the famine has been in the midst of the land; and there are yet five
years in which there shall be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 And God sent me before you to
insure your survival in the land and to sustain you for a great deliverance. 8 And now it was not
you that sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and master of his
entire house, and ruler throughout the entire land of Egypt.

VI. Historical Perspective: Two-Tiered Path of God’s Communication With Man
1. Patriarchal/Matriarchal Era

2. Descent into Egypt

Story of Yosef/ Non-Prophetic Period of Patriarchal Era/ Patriarchal Era Ends
3. Slavery

4. Exodus and Desert Wanderings

National Era Begins/Prophecy Returns

5. Conquest of Canaan

6. Judges

7. United Kingdom- Building of the First Temple

8. Divided Kingdom/ Exile of Ten Tribes

9. Babylonian Exile-Destruction of the First Temple

10. Return to Zion-Ezra and Nechemia-Building of the Second Temple

Onset of Non-Prophetic Period of National Era/ Dual Unfolding of Jewish History [Israel and the
Diaspora]/ Purim

11. Greek Influence
Chanuka
12. Hasmonean Period

13. Roman Rule.... Destruction of the Second Temple-Exile
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VIIl. Connection Between the Two Non-Prophetic Eras
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42 And Pharaoh removed his signet ring from his hand, and put it upon Yosef’s hand, and he

had him dressed in garments of fine linen, and he placed a gold chain upon his neck. 43 And he
made him to ride in the second royal chariot; and they cried before him: “Avrech”; and he
appointed him over all the land of Egypt. 44 And Pharaoh said to Yosef: “I am Pharaoh, and
without you shall no man lift up his hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt.”
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Rabbinic suggestion: Yosef’s granting of a five-fold gift of clothing to Binyamin foreshadows the

emergence of his descendent (Mordechai) from the Palace clothed in five-fold royal dress
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The well-known midrash maintaining that at Sinai HaShem lifts the mountain over the head of
the Israelites-forcing them to accept the Torah-can be understood within historical perspective.

VII. Purim and Chanuka: Rabbinic festivals emerging from the Non-prophetic era of national
Jewish history

e Rabbinic Takanot
e Diaspora and Israel
e At Critical Juncture of Transition
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VIII. Summing up
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The well-known midrash maintaining that at Sinai HaShem lifts the mountain over the head of
the Israelites-forcing them to accept the Torah-can be understood within historical perspective




